With beaches, baseball, and
a recharged downtown, the sunny
city makes an 1deal August getaway
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Seeing
San Diego

We have focused on three
greal summer destinations in
San Diego: Pacific Beoch and
Mission Beach, which lie
north and west of Missien
Bay, respectively; downtown's
Gasla mp District and East
Yillage neighbarhoods, 10
minutes from the airport;
and Balbea Park, en the
northeast edge of downtown.
August is high scoson, and
rates ot many area hotels
drop after Labor Day. For
addittenal information, con-
tact the San Diego Convention
& Visitors Burcou (www.san
diego.org or 619/236-1212].

Where to stay

Britt Seripps lnn. Elegant
1BE7 Queen Anne Victorian
is perfectly situoted for
exploring Balboo Park, From
£415. 406 Maple 5t.; www.
brittscripps.com ar 888/881-
1991,

Hatel Selamar. Hip, urban
hotel across the strect from
Peteo Park is also home to
rooftop hot spot Jhar. Fram
$319. 435 Sixth Ave.) www,
hotelsolomar.com or 877/
230-0300.

Tower2d. The hotel brim;:.

a new level of style to the
funky Pacific Beach scene.
Equally stylish is its steak
and seafood restaurant, Jor-
dan ($353). From $346%. 723
Felspar 5t.; www.t23hotel.
com or 556/869-3723.

Where to eat

Altitude Sky Bar and Gorden
Lounge. Rooltop bar with
aweisme people-watching.
At the Son Diego Marriott
Goslomp Quarter, 660 K 5t.;
619/696-0234.
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Cale Chloe. & gem in the
emerging East Villoge neigh-
borhood. 35; breakfost,
funch, and dinner daoily, 721
Hinth Ave,; 619/232-3242

Croce’s Restaurant & Jozz
Bar. Contemparary American
cuisine and a solid musical
lineup have made this o
Gaslamp institution, 3355
breokfast ond lunch Sot-Sun,
dinner dqu'l'p. BO2 Fifth Aw.-.l'
&19/233-4355

The Fishery. In Pacific
Beach, it has seme of the
best seafood in tawn, $55;
lunch and dinner daily. 5040
Coss St 858/272.9945,

Kono*s Cafe. Classic beach-
front breakfast joint, §; breok-
fast and lunch daily. 704
Gornet Ave: 858/ 483- 1669,

Lowrel. One of San Diego's
top restaurants, it offers
mademn Mediterranean cui-
sine in an elegnnl FOOM ASar
Balboa Park. $35; dinner
daily. 505 Laurel 5¢.; 619/
239.2222.

The Prode. Mexican and
Mediterroneaon dishes and an
outdoor patio in the heart of
Balboa Park; pertect for pre-
Old Globe dining or a relox-
ing sit-down meal during o
park visit. $55; lunch daily,
dinner Tee-5un. 1549 El
Proda; 619/557.9441.

Stingarce. Amid all the flash
here, the food holds its own,
especially such entries as
slow-braised Kobe beetf.

The raoftep bar hos o pre-
ballgame menu, $555; dinner
Tue-5un, 454 Sixth; 619544
2500,

What to do

Bolboo Pork. With its con-
centration of muscums spo-
cializing in everything from
photagraphy to model trains,
it has been dubbed “the
Smithsanlan of the West.”
Even excluding the Son Diego
ZLoo, vou could cosily spend
a couple of doys here, A vari-
ety of tours are offered, ond
it you plan on hitting g num-
ber of MLEEUmS, consider
purchasing a Passport to
Balbaa Park ($30, 555 with
S5an Diege Zoo admission),
which covers admission to

13 ortractions. For more pork
information, stop in at the
wisitar conter (%:30-4:30
daily: 1549 EI Prado). vww.
bolboopark.org er §19/239-
0512,

i

Tha Old Glebe. One of the .
country’s top regional the- \ ]
oters, it hos three stages in
Baolboa Park. In Balboo Park
ot 1343 Oid Globe Way;
Fram 519 www.theoldglobe
org or 619/234-5623.

Patea Park, The new ballpark
has transfermed downtown,
and it's well warth combining
a gome with dinner in the Gas-
lamp. 100 Park Bled.; www.
podres.com ar §19/795-5000.

San Diege Zoo. Rare crea-
tures, including glant pandas,
and sensitively designed hab-
itats such os the Monkey
Trails envireanment make this
o must-see. 322 In Balboo
Park ot 2920 Zoo D www.
sondiegoroo.ong or 619/234-
3153,

Other classics

Coronodo. Drive across

the landmark San Diego-
Coranado Bridge or hop a
terry fram downtown to visit
this island, which s a world
apart. Ferry 33 one way;
departs from 1050 N. Harbor
Dr., Son Diego; www.sdhe.
com or &19/234.4111.
Marftime Musaum of Son
Diego. Vessels include the
18563 sailing ship the Star

of India and a Soviet sub-

maring. $12. 1492 M. Harbor
Dr.; www. sdmaritime.org or
619/234.9153. V 4

Peteca Park

San Diego Alrcraft Carrler
Musaum, 5an Diego has a
leng naval histery, and here
you can tour the massive
USS Midwaoy. 515, #10 M.
Harbor Dr; www . midway.org
or 619/544-9500

SeaWorld. The marine park
debuts a new Shamu show
this summer. From 554, 500
Seo Warld Dr.; www.soo
world.com or 800/257-4268.




